Starting in November 2015, rust symptoms were observed on daylily plants in gardens in Portugal, namely in the Lisbon and Tavira areas, and at Funchal on Madeira island. Diseased plants presented bright orange pustules frequently entirely covering the leaves of Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus L. plants (25 to 75% of leaf surface covered with pustules), with most plants symptomatic (85 to 90% of plants affected). Diseased plants were recorded in six out on nine gardens surveyed. Microscopic examination of pustules revealed the presence of urediniospores and teliospores. Uredinia were subepidermal and yellow or orange-yellow but soon erumpent and bright orange. Urediniospores were globose to ellipsoid, 19 to 24 × 16 to 21 µm, pale yellow, uniformly echinulate. Telia were subepidermal and blackish-brown. Teliospores were produced in locules, clavate to ellipsoid, 30 to 40 × 12 to 15 µm, pedicellate, and surrounded by brown paraphyses. Morphological characteristics match the description of Puccinia hemerocallidis von Thümen (EPPO 2009). Specimens were stored in the fungal collection of the "João de Carvalho e Vasconcelos" herbarium (LISI-Fungi) under accession numbers LISI-Fungi-00063 to 00066. Detached leaves of healthy H. lilioasphodelus and H. minor Mill plants (five leaves per species) were inoculated by spraying a urediniospore suspension as described by Mueller et al. (2003). Inoculated leaves were maintained in a wet chamber under darkness at 20°C. Uredinia were observed 4 days after inoculation on H. lilioasphodelus leaves and 12 days after inoculation on H. minor leaves. The experiment was repeated twice with similar results.
